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Over the years | have discovered that basically,
covenant keepers go through 5 stages of
growth. In fact, because of the importance of
these stages | even wrote a book about them,
Separation and Divorce . . . A Journey In
Growth and Development. (See order form on
page 12)

We begin our journey of faith with fresh vision
and a determination to go the distance - we will
not faint and give up our stands, no matter how
long it takes! However, we are usually so intent
and focused upon doing everything we can to
see our marriages healed, that without realizing it, we make that healing
an idol: something we never intended to do. One of the definitions of
idolatry is: The worship of something created as opposed to the worship
of the Creator Himself.

“Scores of references to idolatry appear in the Old Testament. This shows
that idolatry probably was the greatest temptation our spiritual forefathers
faced. While we find bowing down to a statue no temptation, they appar-
ently slipped into idolatry constantly. So serious was this sin that the pro-
hibition against the making and worshiping of images was included as the
second of the Ten Commandments. Ex 20:4-6

In the New Testament period the term idolatry began to be used as an
intellectual concept. Idolatry became not the actual bowing down before a
statue but the replacement of God in the mind of the worshiper. Col 3:5
points in this direction: "Put to death...covetousness, which is idolatry."
(See also Eph 5:5.) At this point the modern believer must understand the
vicious nature of idolatry. While we may not make or bow down to a
statue, we must be constantly on guard that we let nothing come between
us and God. As soon as anything does, that thing is an idol.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

In addition to material objects such as houses, land,
and cars, idols can be people, popular heroes, or
those whom we love . Objects of worship can even
include things like fame, reputation, hobbies, pride,
and deeds done in the name of the Lord. Idolatry is a
dangerous and deceitful sin. No wonder prophets
preached against it so often and so strongly.” (From
Nelson's lllustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)
1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Questions to ask ourselves concerning idolatry:

Is our every waking moment consumed by
thoughts of our mate? What they did to us.
What they’re doing now, who they are seeing,
what they said.

Does self-talk dominate our minds and cause
us to make unwise decisions and do things
we know we shouldn't? Such as following
our mates to see who they are with or calling
them constantly, begging them to come
home?

Although speaking the word over our mates is
vitally important, are we legalistically spend-
ing every moment possible, confessing scrip-
tures over them?

Are we forever searching for someone who
has the “key” to setting our mate free and
bring them home?

Do we spend excessive amounts of time on
the web searching for ministries to help us or
in Christian chat rooms?

On the other hand, as we begin to experience
God’s healing power for our broken hearts and
bruised and damaged emotions and begin to ex-
perience His peace, as time goes by we can be-
come apathetic about the healing of our mar-
riages. Again, something we never intended to
do.

Another word for apathy is indifferent. The defini-
tion for indifferent that caught my eye was:

marked by a lack of interest, enthusiasm, or con-
cern for something.

Questions to ask ourselves concerning indif-
ference are:

Are we faithfully praying the word over our
mates?

Are we so content with our life the way it is
that our mate’s homecoming would be both-
ersome or an intrusion?

Do our plans for the future (short term and
long term) include our mates or are we only
making plans for ourselves?

Both idolatry and apathy are extremes that we
need to recognize as fleshly, repent of and then
avoid.

Sometimes we lose things in our spiritual journey
that are important to the restoration of our marriages.
Joel 2:25 says "So | will restore to you the years that
the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust,
The consuming locust, And the chewing locust. . . ”
NKJIV

The word restore is defined as “bringing back that
which had been missing in order to complete an
original purpose and calling.” God has a calling and
purpose for each of our marriages which He desires
to restore. Therefore, we must maintain our hope
and joy during the process of standing and not lose
these precious gifts.

God’s restoration involves more than bringing back
that which is missing. He will bring back together all
that we need to complete our mission as a couple.
He even promises that our youth shall be restored as
the eagle’s. Ps 103:5

We must not let the devourer consume our vision,
courage and willingness to go the distance. Fight
the good fight of faith and go through the open door
to victory in 2007!
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ission Impossible fans are familiar with

the opening format of the old TV show.

The main character is always given their
assignment with the theme music adding drama to
their seemingly impossible task. And finally - at the
end of the opening description they are posed with
the life threatening challenge. “Your mission - should
you decide to accept it...”

Most of us reading this article have already accepted
the mission assignment: standing in covenant with
God for the healing of our marriage. Some are vet-
erans and others are just beginning. Have we truly
accepted our assignment and counted the cost?
Have we received all the facts? Have we taken up all
our “secret weapons” to fight the enemy? Have we
received wisdom from above to be aware of all the
fiery darts of the enemy? Have we been educated
about the “little foxes” that would detour us or cripple
the growth of our vine? The truly hard thing about
this assignment is that we are not just the agent
called by God, but we are part of the “One flesh to
be delivered and set free.” Therefore it is imperative
that we are strengthened and healed enough so we
can be used by God to be an asset to this mission.

It is an awesome and honored role to be called for
such an assignment as this and at the same time it is
a difficult, venerable and misunderstood assignment.
At many times it is almost like a “secret mission” be-
cause many times we are called to be silent before
those in the body of Christ, and especially around
our precious mates. We must remember that our ac-
tions speak louder than words and that the rewards
are beyond anything we could ask, think or imagine.

Mission assignments include status quo briefings
from our Head. Are we on course to our Mission be-
ing accomplished? A sample briefing from our God
might sound like this:

1 I know that you love Me because you trust
and obey My Word. You know how precious
marriage covenant is to Me for | have made mar-
riage a picture of My Son and the Church. It
brings Me great joy to see you honoring your
marriage vows, especially since “I was witness to
the covenant made at your marriage.” (Malachi
2:14) You have followed My heart (Psalm 89:34)
by obeying. “My covenant will | not break or pro-
fane, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My

lips.” It is “till death do you part”
and not “till divorce or adultery
do you part.”

-

I cannot emphasize enough

the importance of maintaining contact with Me
and keeping fresh in your mind, by using the
Owner’s Manual (My Word). Jeremiah 33:3

Trust me when | am instructing you to turn

right or left. | can see the whole picture of the
battle for your marriage and mate. Isaiah 30:20,
21

4 Some of you need to be aware that your pri-
orities and motives are wrong. Is your stand-
ing for your marriage to show your mate and
others that you are right? Is it because you are
fearful to be alone? Are you unstable emotion-
ally? | want you to be sufficient and content in
Me. “I will keep in perfect peace all those who
trust in Me, whose thoughts turn often to Me.”
Isaiah 26:3

Please be on guard for the enemy to try to

destroy and prevent your mission being ac-
complished. Have personal boundaries set now
so as to always behave as a married person.
Plan your boundaries now before these situa-
tions hit you. Would you want your mate having
“innocent” phone, internet or ministry conversa-
tions with anyone of the opposite sex? Remem-
ber, in My eyes | still honor your marriage cove-
nant. | Peter 5:8

Do not seek revenge on those who have

made you suffer by their words or deeds. In-
stead, speak kindly to them. Bless them by pray-
ing for them and being truly loving and compas-
sionate. If you do this, nothing can hinder you
from receiving My blessings in every area of your
life. | Peter 3:9

7 Finally remember the true goal of this mission
is to bring this precious one home to Me, their
Father, to be reconciled and restored to their
original purpose. Jeremiah 29:11

You are an awesome picture of My Heart -

faithfulness in the midst of unfaithfulness.
Soon | will say, “Well done, good and faithful
servant - Mission Accomplished!!!” Matthew
25:21
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Our "Forever Family" is coming together to celebrat e Christmas in July.
July 13 — 15 2007 at the Radisson Hotel

“Now thanks be to God for His Gift, [precious] beyond telling [His indescribable, inexpressible, free Gift]!”
2 Corinthians 9:15 Amplified

We will hear messages about: God's Unspeakable Gift; The Gift of Covenant; The Gift of Marriage; The Gift of
Healing and God's Ministry Gifts.

Our special guest speakers this year are David and Lisa Mitts of One New Man
Ministries in Renton, Washington. David, the grandson of a rabbi and Lisa, the daughter
of a rabbi gave their hearts to Yeshua and were baptized in the Holy Spirit in 1988. A
gifted speaker, David flows in the prophetic.

As usual, Craig Hill, Family Foundations International, will be with us and
he and David will team teach on The Gift of Covenant. Marilyn says, “What
an exciting duo — | can hardly wait to hear what new insights God reveals through
them about covenant. God spoke to me that because of David's Jewish back-
ground he would take us deeper in our understanding of covenant.”

Pastor Ken Savage's message on Motivational Gifts will give you insight and un-
derstanding about the ministry gifts God places in each of us. You will want to buy
the CD and listen to it many times.

. Another first-time speaker is Tim Coody. A Licensed Professional Counselor, Tim
and his wife, Laura, will share on the Gift of Marriage.

While there are areas we may disagree upon regarding Christmas, our theme points us to the best gift ever
given, God’s unspeakable gift of His Son!

-/ 0 1)2 32 2 2 32

HOTEL: Conference rate is $75/night (1-4 per room). Call 918-627-5000 & tell them you are with Covenant Keepers. One night’s de-
posit or a credit card is necessary to hold reservation (refundable per hotel guidelines). Conference rate may not be available after
July 1. Shuttle service from the airport is available.

DEADLINES: Registration by Friday, July 1 includes two meals. After July 1, meals not__ included.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: Early Bird Special (received or postmarked on or before June 8) ADULTS/TEENS (13+): $75.00
PRE-TEENS (10-12): $45.00.

NOTE: After June 8 registration increases to $110.00 for AbuLTs. TEENS & PRE-TEENS remain the same.

IMPORTANT: Conference registrations are not refundable. If you register and cannot attend the conference you may transfer your reg-
istration or make your registration available to someone with special financial needs.

REGISTER ON-LINE AT covenantkeepersinc.org

215" ANNUAL “FAMILIES ARE FOREVER” CONFERENCE REGISTRAT ION FORM Make checks payable to Covenant Keepers

NAME VISA/MCH#

ADDRESS EXPIRATION

CITY/STATE/ZIP COUNTRY

ADULTS @ $75/$110 TEENS (13-19) @ $75 PRE-TEENS (10-12) @ $45 TOTAL

List Teens and Pre-Teens below:

NAME AGE NAME AGE
NAME AGE NAME AGE

NO CHILDCARE IS AVAILABLE (Please do not bring children under age 10 unless you provide your own childcare)
MAIL TO: Covenant Keepers 3434 S Garnett Rd Ste One Tulsa OK 74146 USA FAX TO: 918.743.0484 CALL: 918.743.0365
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O 24 TENATIVE SCHEDULE
2 Thursday, July 12
51 ( H 6 6# Leadership Training 2:30 pmto 9:00 pm
| Friday, July 13
Long-time Covenant Keepers employee :_netlgieiegic?rgzl _'lyc')eeetmgf Si:%%ar:]
Becky Smith has embarked on a new course INercessors Meetign 300 pm
for her life. As of March 3%, she is caring for Opening Session 9 7‘.00%m
her mother full-time. '
Saturday, July 14
For almost 20 years Becky has served as ad- Session 1 8:30 am
ministrative assistant to Marilyn. Many of you firmet Becky Session 2 11:00 am
when you called Covenant Keepers. In addition twisg as re- Session 3 2:00 pm
ceptionist, she was a voice of encouragement apd tmmany Evening Session 7:00 pm
covenant keepers. Sunday, July 15
Correspondence secretary was just one of the matsyBecky Breakfast Buffet & Checkout 7:00 am
wore. Besides handling most of the letters, e-n@ait] special Session 1 9:30 am
requests received by the ministry, Becky’s helmpiganizing Closing Session 11:15 am

and facilitating the annual conference was invakia¥/ork on
Covenant Commengénd the alumni newsletter were also part of
her repertoire.

Becky has a special empathy for covenant keepamause she
stood for her marriage for several years. After ahé Wes re-
married, their youngest, Emily, was born. The Saiitliso have
two other children, Katy & Alex, daughter-in-law,elilssa, and
two beautiful grandchildren.

Although she will no longer be involved in confecerprepara-
tion, Becky and Wes plan to attend future confeesnéttend-
ing the conference will give covenant keepers guodpinity to

visit with them. o
0

If you would like to express your gratitude to Bgdor her

dedicated service to the ministry and to covenamtplers

around the world, you can send cards or emailsemffice.

Martin Luther King, Jr. accurately described Beskiime at &
Covenant Keepers when he sdiflyerybody can be great...

because anybody can serve. You don't have to hacelkege % 0+ -]
degree to serve. You don't have to make your subged verb 0

agree to serve. You only need a heart full gface. A soul

generated by love."

TEENS AND TWEENS AT THE CONFERENCE

Joel and Lyndsay Savage, siblings and children of K en & Lauren Savage, will be with the Teens (13-19) and
Tweens (10-12) during their activities. They invite all teens and tweens to come to the conference thi s year. The
outlook is for excellent fellowship and much fun.

So join your parents and come to Tulsa. You'll make new friends and have a lot of fun. (We understand the
Radisson has opened their “water park”.)

¢

)y
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TOGETHER AGAIN!

Washington: CK and husband rec-
onciled after being separated six
months. He has expressed apprecia-
tion for the support she received
from the Covenant Keepers group
and the hope she had for reconcilia-
tion.

“We just wanted to say hello and
send our thanks for the prayers and
support of all Covenant Keepers.
God restored our marriage on May
28, 2004.”

Wisconsin: CK and spouse are in the
process of combining their two house-
holds into one after being separated for
five years.

Christchurch, N2 CK and her hus-
band are back together again and
counseling is going well.

CANADA

Alberta : When CK called to see if
his daughter and wife had gotten the
valentine gifts that he took over, his
wife answered the phone. By her
tone he could tell her heart is soften-
ing. She replied with sincerity,
“Thanks for the gifts.”

British Columbia : CK came home
from a trip to two emails from her
husband, and he never emails her!

CK, husband, and kids went on a
little vacation. Husband and wife
spend most of their time together
and are talking about moving back
together.

Court date was cancelled and CK
will meet with husband and lawyers
instead.

Husband took CK and their son to a
movie. He also complimented her
about something from their past.
This was a big step on his part.

3H( #
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: MALAYSIA

CK thanks God that her family could
celebrate Chinese New Year as a
family. Her husband had initially
planned to be away but circum-
stances made it not possible for him
to go away.

Unexpectedly, CK received bonus at
work for the Chinese New Year's
occasion and he thanks God that he
and his children are getting on better
and are adapting to the new ar-
rangement with CK taking care of
them instead of his wife.

CK praises and thanks God that this
year for the Chinese New Year cele-
bration, her husband is more in-
volved and even helped her to or-
ganize the traditional reunion dinner
for the family. He even gave CK an
angpow (red packet with money),
something he had not done for sev-
eral years. She can see and sense a
softening in him. In addition, CK has
learnt to pray each time before she
speaks to him.

About 2 months ago an intruder
climbed onto the roof of CK’s house,
just above their daughter’s bedroom.
When told of this, CK’s husband has
come home to stay several times
since. Recently he has even come
home to have his meals. CK thanks
God for the grace to cook for him as
she never did like to cook.

CK’'s husband finally called after
several months of silence when CK
had no idea what had become of
him.

CK's husband contacted her and
children during the Chinese New
Year and she thanks God that he is
taking responsibility for the kids. He
even asked CK to pray for their
daughter over a problem they are
facing with her.

CK thanks God that her relationship
with her daughter is improving and
recently her husband is also more
supportive of her with respect to her
upbringing of their daughter.

Recently when CK'’s daughter’s uni-
versity fees were due, her husband
told her that there was no need to
apply for a study loan as he would
pay for it. He also agreed to give CK
money to re-spray the paint work of
her car which is starting to show
rust.

NEW ZEALAND

Christchurch: CK's husband
phoned up and put some money in
their daughter's bank account.

CK’s husband is going to a men’s
home group.

CK and his wife are still good friends
and she lets him look after the chil-
dren in their family home.

CK and wife are doing things to-
gether with the children.

Napier: CK enjoyed more frequent
contact with her husband during the
holiday period.

Contrary to previous instances CK’s
wife supported him when he rebuked
their son.

Tauranga: CK's wife telephoned for
the second time in four years. She
broke down and wept as she ex-
pressed sorrow and regret for her
actions and asked forgiveness.

CK’s wife said she was touched to
receive a birthday card from him.

Wellington: CK looked after pets at
spouse’s house while the family was
away on holiday, then the next week
CK stayed in house while family
went to the South Island.

CK had positive meeting with her
husband who came to their son’s
birthday. CK’s husband treated her
with positive respect and thoughtful-
ness.

UNITED STATES

Arizona: CK dreamed that she and
her husband were together at a CK
conference. He was dressed in a
tuxedo and was ushering!
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Arkansas: “My husband is alone
now, 16 years after our divorce and
his remarriage. In a phone conversa-
tion he said, ‘I love you; I've always
loved you.” | had been praying for
him to tell me he loves me. God is so
good — He knows how much those
three little words meant to me.”

California: CK'’s wife agreed to meet
and talk with their daughter together.

There is a lot of communication be-
tween CK and mate. She called re-
cently and asked if she could just
vent.

Colorado: CK's wife responded to
him with eye contact and used his
name as she spoke to him.

Wife contacts CK weekly and he is
able to speak to her in a godly way.

Florida: “Thank you for your won-
derful newsletter. | always learn
more about and from the Lord from
your newsletter. Even about life, my
walk and simply about God and His
Holy Spirit.”

CK'’s husband stayed with their chil-
dren while she was at a retreat. He
did needed repairs for her.

HHt(

Malaysia

CK's children came home for 1 week
for the Chinese New Year celebra-
tions. CK thanks God for her children
and their love for her. The children
even bought her a computer for the
house now that she had recently re-
tired and is at home most times.

New Zealand

Christchurch: CK's adult son said
he would take care of his mother in
her old age.

CK was encouraged by God that her
husband would not be going over-
seas to live at this time.

Wellington: CK’s new pastor is go-
ing to have meetings specifically for
marriages only on Sunday nights. He

3H( #
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Georgia: “l have been on your mail-
ing list for some time. Your newslet-
ters help me get stronger and help
me get up every day for a new be-
ginning.”

Indiana: CK'’s three children have
started going to church. He bought
the movie, “Facing the Giants” for
them to watch and it has really
touched their lives.

New York: CK'’s husband helped her
pay for car repairs. He also left a
message on her answering machine
asking her to pray for him.

Oklahoma: CK's father met with her
and her counselor and as a result he
accepted Jesus as his Savior.

Oregon: CK's husband continues to
make sure she has firewood, grocer-
ies, etc, even in his absence.

Pennsylvania: CK spent a week at
Disney in Florida with children and
spouse.

Vermont: “My husband has moved
out of the house he shared with non-
covenant.”

Virginia: “My husband started a new
job in March. We are sharing good
memories of our relationship.

# *58

even mentioned marriage as a cove-
nant.

Tauranga: CK's pastor asked him to
share testimony to congregation.
Pastor then told congregation that he
had been wrong in not supporting CK
in his stand for the past four years.

CK was ministering at a rehabilitation
home when two other men asked for
advice, and wanted to know about
covenant marriage principles.

United States

Louisiana:  “Prayer meeting for
Southeast Region was a great bless-
ing of fellowship. The Word from the
Lord was, “to be with Him in all
things. Prayer in relationship with
Him and the Holy Spirit will break

Washington: CK had a great one
hour phone conversation with one of
his sons. Relations with all of his
children are growing and evolving.

CK’s husband is responding quickly
to daughter's needs and reaching
out to her.

CK came behind an accident on the
way home and found it was her hus-
band in the vehicle that had slid on
the ice, off the road into a ditch. She
decided to check on him to see if he
was okay. He had only a cut on his
knee, but he was friendly toward her
and she did not feel intimidated
around him for the first time.

CK had lunch with oldest daughter,
who needs healing. It was the first
time they have been alone together
since she was little. It was a good
meeting.

Wisconsin CK'’s spouse lives in an-
other state. One morning CK re-
ceived a phone call from him when
he had mistakenly dialed her number
instead of the number of one of his
friends. They talked for 15 minutes
and before hanging up he said, “I will
call you. We need to talk.”

down the dividing walls. The Lord
God Almighty does accomplish His
will because He loves us. We are to
rest in Him, be with Him, walk in rela-
tionship and prayer with Him. He

does the ‘doing™.

Minnesota: People continue to tell
CK that God’'s Spirit shines brightly
through him — even in the middle of
difficult circumstances and emotional
pain.

Pennsylvania: CK had an opportu-
nity to teach on covenant.

CK reported that her daughter is
showing how God has matured her
lately. She made a quality decision to
follow God rather than take a job that
might compromise her values.
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thank God | am one of

the Covenant Keepers.

The enemy had thrown

everything he could to
break my marriage. Loving
and caring for my wife and
family could be no more. Oh
how faithful God is! If | delight
my ways unto the Lord, He
shall give me the desires of
my heart. (Psalms.37:4) |
thank God, for the devil was
defeated.

As | read a word from the
president and founder of
Covenant Keepers, Marilyn
Conrad, | was really blessed
for her words are spirit filled
and spirit spoken. She en-
couraged me as | went
through “Do | Dare Hope?”
reading and writing the scrip-
tures down, and listing some
ways that David felt and what
Joseph was told to do. When |
dared to hope and relied on
the Word of God, | began to
experience a healed marriage,
which was the desire of my
heart. Josphine and | now
meditate daily on God’'s
words, think about them daily,
and let them go into our minds
and spirits. And we hope to
help others around us, to
share this great joy of peace
and covenant keeping.

2 4# Il *0#

1)2

9 S

When | think back and remember the former days, | endured a great
fight of afflictions, which | conquered after | resisted the devil and he
had to flee. | was not ready anymore to yield to Satan or let the wave
of casting away my confidence subdue me. | stood my ground and the
father of lies had to flee. The message from Sister Marilyn builds my

heart. “We are not only warned to watch for Satan’s attacks , we
are told to stand firm. The enemy wants us to get d  iscouraged
and give up so that we will not go through the open door to vic-

tory, whether it is for our marriages, families, fi
whatever we are standing and believing God to do.”

nances, jobs, or

| now rejoice as | see my wife always smiling, laughing and in good
moods. We encourage each other when ups and downs come our
way, and we live for God. We always remind ourselves about the
covenant we made before the Lord, for our marriage has been wonder-
ful. The experiences we have had leads us to pray without ceasing for
the enemy seeks to destroy, steal and Kill.

I and my house have decided to be covenant keepers in order to serve
God and help others who need and desire reconciliation in their mar-
riages. We are therefore praying and fasting for God to give us His
guidance and grant us a vision and wisdom to serve His people.
Please remember us in prayer. Through experiences and teachings
from the Covenant Comments, | have totally changed my mind to love
my wife as Brother Peter gives advice to all husbands. He says that
husbands “are to dwell with them according to the knowledge,” and |
would add that this knowledge is a continual learning from Covenant
Keepers. To dwell with her according to the knowledge is quiet a feat,
and we certainly need God to properly appreciate and esteem each
other.

The Covenant Comments comes our way when we really need it. My
father saw a copy on the table and on the front page he wrote, “This is
good,” for he sees the difference of old times and the new times. Glory
be to God.

My wife, Josphine, has a poem to share with you and other covenant
keepers. She got this poem after helping us to settle our differences
and be covenant keepers. (See next page.)

00

8 </*84:0870=5
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You on the outside, the hard side, And now it gleams pristinely bright,
Your ladder against the house leaning, As though no glass were there,
And | on the inside, the safe side, And every window, inside and out
Together the same window we are cleaning. Receives the selfsame care.
The dirty film that you spray and wipe While working on this irksome task,

A thought occurs to me,
That in a way, this job portrays
Our life as it should be.

Is not the same as mine,
For each window in this small still house
Bears two kinds of grime.

You on the outside, the hard side,
Up against the world and its grime.
Working and struggling and striving,
So that our bright windows may shine.

Yours on the outside, comes from the
yard,
And the trees and the windswept street,
While mine results from meals prepared

And the warmth of our central heat.
And | on the inside, the safe side,

Keeping warmth and comfort there.

So we spray and wipe, each on a side,

Till rag and window squeak. Yet sometimes when trying our hard-
Then standing back to survey our work, est
Are dismayed by an overlooked streak. That flaw appears somewhere.
This flaw which mars the now clean glass Is it not your side or my side, my darling?
Is it on your side or mine? Does it matter who's wrong or who's right?
It really doesn’t matter, Love, we We'll rub and we’ll scrub and we’'ll polish,
Will both spray again and shine. And together we’ll let in God'’s light.

COME TRAVEL WITH MARILYN!

Tour to Australia & New Zealand
October 31 — November 13, 2007

Have you always wanted to visit Australia and New Zealand? If so, make plans now to join me and a small tour
group (10 — 12 persons) the first two weeks in November, leaving Los Angeles on October 31 and returning
November 13. We will attend Covenant Keepers annual conferences in both countries as well as sightsee sev-
eral days in each. The locations for both conferences are great and the costs are inexpensive, which helps
hold our overall expenses down.

Tentative Schedule

In Sydney we will attend the conference and Hillsong Church. Sightseeing includes: The Rocks, Opera House,
Shopping, Japanese Gardens & a bus trip to the Blue Mountains.

In Auckland, New Zealand we will see Americas Cup dock, One Tree Hill, and Space Tower. We will enjoy the
sights on our drive south to Wellington and spend a night on the way. After the conference we will see the
sights in Wellington.

For more information contact our office: info@covenantkeepersinc.org 918-743-0365
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an that which is broken be

fixed? Can that which is

lacking become whole
once again? When a cross word
has been spoken, can it ever be
taken back or is it forever im-
parted with the rage with which it
was created?

The power of forgiveness lies not
in the act itself but in the healing
that follows. Forgiveness is a
choice. This choice is an act of
your will. This action is like the
switch that begins to loose a flow
of the Spirit. It is in that flow that
the power of forgiveness is found.
Forgiveness is the switch that
completes the circuit thus releas-
ing the power flow. It begins with
a choice. If the choice is never
made then the stage is set for the
root of bitterness.

The root of bitterness is a dor-
mant seed in the carnal soul
awaiting the opportunity to sprout
and infect all that it comes in con-
tact with. Bitterness' end game is
murderous rage and the death of
all unfortunate souls around it.
Bitterness is a latent cancer cell
patiently waiting for the proper
conditions to manifest in order to
decimate its host. The potential is
always with fallen creation. Even
regenerated believers still carry
this latent root of bitterness.

The deadly nature of this root is
the very reason so much power is
released in forgiveness. As men-
tioned above, forgiveness begins
with a choice, a decision. It is an
act of the will to flip the switch of
forgiveness. Most people do not
realize that choosing to forgive is
just the beginning of the process.
Many a bitter soul will lash out in
angry rage when told they have
not forgiven someone. They say,
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"| forgave him already" yet their
eyes tell a different story. They
look at forgiveness as a single act
rather than a process comprised
of different stages.

Unforgiveness is like someone
holding on to a rope that runs to
the bells in the bell tower. As long
as he is in unforgiveness the bells
are compelled to ring because of
his hold on the rope. Forgiveness
begins by a choice — let go of the
rope. The bell will continue to
sound for a period of time until
the force of the rope is countered
by gravity and the resistance of
the bells. This process of silenc-

ing the ringing is dependent on
the power of the Holy Spirit, now
flowing due to the circuit being
connected. This flow of the power
of forgiveness is manifested
through two key steps.

Stay Connected

First, the person must stay con-
nected to the power source.
Prayer, worship, attending to the
Word of God and fasting are all
things one must do to stay con-
nected. Intimacy with God has a
direct relationship to the issue of
forgiveness. The Bible states if
you do not forgive, then your
Heavenly Father cannot forgive
you your sins (Matthew 6:14-15).
One must constantly monitor his
spiritual walk. The urgent and im-
portant business of life oftentimes

distracts you as a believer from
that which is truly important —
your relationship with God.

Take Our Thoughts Captive

The second issue that must take
place for the power of forgiveness
to flow is to battle the resistance
found in your mind. The Bible
states we are to take every
thought captive to the obedience
of Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:5)
Resistance in terms of electricity
is described as the energy ex-
pended (and thus lost) as elec-
trons go from atom to atom. For
example, copper wire has less
resistance than steel wire. The
electrons flow easier from copper
atom to atom than from the steel
atoms. Less resistance equals
more power.

In the human soul resistance is
found in the emotional thoughts.
When God tells us to take our
thoughts captive, He is telling us
to keep the resistance low so His
Spirit can flow. If we are thinking
anything other than what is true,
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of
good report (Phil 4:8) we are re-
sisting the flow of forgiveness.
This puts us at risk of not com-
pleting the process of forgive-
ness, and setting us up for the
root of bitterness to be activated.

Father desires for you to make a
choice to forgive. Then through
intimacy with Him and by keeping
check on your thoughts you can
walk in the power of forgiveness.
If the circuit is complete the
power flows through you to work
redemption for the offending per-
son. They can be healed and
come to the Lord as a result of
your forgiving actions. Complete
the circuit — let the power flow!



