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“America was founded by people

who believe(d) that God was their
rock of safety. | recognize we must
be cautious in claiming that God is
on our side, but | think it's alright to
keep asking if we are on His side.”

--Ronald Reagan
40™ US President

In 1 Samuel 29:1-11 King Achish was
pressured by his commanders to send David
and his men back to Ziklag, forbidding them
to go into battle with the Philistine army.
King Achish’s military leaders insisted that
David could not be trusted, even though the
king could not find a single fault in him.

Three days later, (chapter 30) when David
and his men arrived home at Ziklag they
found that the Amalekites had raided their
city and burned it to the ground, carrying off
all their sons, daughters and wives.

Everyone was downcast and discouraged as they realized what
happened to their families. They wept until they could weep no more.
David was seriously worried, for in their bitter grief his men threat-
ened to stone him. They turned on David - as though he were the
enemy.

We see from these verses of scripture what brings God’s favor dur-
ing times of distress, friends turning on us, and when circumstances
appear to say, “All is lost. There is nothing you can do.” Can we learn
from what David did, when bad things keep happening to us?

David is a godly example of what we are to do in difficult times.
“David encouraged himself in the Lord his God” and he turned defeat
into victory! David did not stay buried in his sorrow. He took action.

DAVID ENCOURAGED HIMSELF IN THE LORD

David knew that through worship he could quiet his emotions and still
the enemy. Psalm 91 and Psalm 103 take on new meaning when

Continued on page 2
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we understand David wrote them during this
period of despair in his life. | believe David not
only worshiped the Lord to encourage himself
but he also remembered past victories, such as
when he killed the lion and the bear. David
knew that those battles had to be won before
he was able to kill Goliath. Now he must win
the battle for his family so he could someday
become king.

Like David, we need to come to the place in
our lives where no matter what the loss, no
matter what the cost, we will continue to wor-
ship the Lord.

DAVID HEARD FROM GOD

David didn’t act impulsively, he asked the Lord
what to do. “Shall | chase them?” he asked.
“Will I catch them?” And the Lord replied, “Yes,
go after them; you will recover everything that
was taken from you.”

DAVID UNDERSTOOD UNITY

David got his men to come into agreement with
what God had spoken concerning rescuing
their families.

God’'s Word tells us there is strength in num-
bers and strength in agreement. According to
Oral Roberts it takes 70% more effort, more
faith and more time to get the restoration your-
self, than if you are in a group of people that
agree with you, stand with you, and fight with
you.

DAVID COMMITTED TO FIGHT UNTIL
HE WON
We read that David and his men got back eve-
rything the Amalekites had taken; their families
and all their belongings, and David rescued his
two wives.

Just like David we must have a commitment to
go down fighting. It takes a spirit of tenacity to
“recover all’. Encourage yourself in the Lord.
Get a word from God. Get involved in a group
or with others who are in agreement with your
stand; those who will stand with you until your
marriage is restored, no matter how long it
takes.

COMMIT TO FIGHT UNTIL YOU
RECOVER ALL!

| hope some of you will join me in October 30-November 13 for a
tour to Australia and New Zealand. Many of our friends from these
countries have attended our annual conference here in Tulsa over
the years, and for some time | have wanted to take a small group
to their beautiful countries and experience their national meetings
as well as do some sightseeing. Come join us. We will have a
great experience! If interested contact me as soon as possible at:
info@covenantkeepersinc.org or (918) 743-0365.
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Ephesians 5 tells us the
battle for our marriages
is a spiritual one, yet
we see many people
fail because they
have tried to stand
in their own
strength. Do you
know how to
accurately divide
soul and spirit? He-
brews 4:12 says: “For the
word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper
than any two edged sword, piercing even to the di-
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.” Before we can even attempt to
do this, we must understand what the soul is. Our
soul is made up of our mind, will and emotions. Our
soul is basically ME. It is MY thoughts, MY feelings,
and MY will. The Spirit, on the other hand, conveys
to us God'’s thoughts, feelings, and will. So it is vi-
tally important to be able to discern what is truly
God and what is really “me”.

God is the Author and Finisher of our faith, but He
is not obligated to finish anything that He did not
author! It is dangerous to birth things out of fleshly
zeal. Sometimes we start things and then expect
God to step in and make them work out. Whatever
we begin in the flesh, we will have to maintain

in the flesh. This is the root cause of much frustra-
tion and unhappiness in people’s lives. But God
wants you to enjoy your life, even in the hardest of
times. So let today be the turning point in your life.
Make a decision to walk in the spirit and not in the
soul (the flesh). Let God help you turn all those
frustrating situations around. As you spend time
with Him in prayer and the Word, He will lead you
beside still and restful waters, and strengthen your
spirit. Life will become easier. But first, we need to
overcome three problem areas.

AT
s

Reasoning: This comes out of the soul of man. We
have an intense desire to know everything, so we
try to figure things out that only God knows. (e.g.
Why me? How long will it take? How can | make it

happen? etc.) This causes a great deal of frustra-
tion and confusion in our lives. Are you frustrated
and confused? Proverbs 3:5-7 says “Trust in the
Lord with all your heart; and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct your paths. Be not wise in your
own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil.”
Verse 8 in the amplified version goes on to say: “it
shall be health to your nerves.” Many people are
nervous and anxious due to reasoning. You can
have a more peaceful life if you are free from rea-
soning and “take captive” each thought to Christ. If
we trust in God instead of logic and reasoning, we
cannot help but be filled with hope, even in the
darkest storms of life. Hope truly is “the anchor of
our souls”.

The Will: Self-will is another hindrance to our
stands. It is hard to lay down our own will at times
and choose the will of God, but it is even worse not
to live in God’s will. When we are not in God’s will
we are miserable. We feel as if something is miss-
ing — things are just not right. Reading the Word
helps us learn what God's will is and to pray for
grace to choose His will over our own. You can
hear from God and be led by His Spirit. As we
study His Word, His lamp will guide us.

Emotions: Emotions are another area that can
cause major problems if allowed to be in control. In
his book, Spiritual Man, Watchman Nee states that
“Emotion may be the most formidable enemy to the
life of a spiritual Christian.” Emotional decisions of-
ten cause problems. God has given us our emo-
tions and we should not deny their existence — but
we must not let them rule over us and dictate our
thoughts and actions. As we meditate on God's
Word our spirits are strengthened, and we can
learn to be led by the spirit rather than by emotions.

In conclusion, as we deal with reasoning, our wills
and our emotions, and spend time in the Word, we
will find ourselves being led by the Spirit instead of
our flesh and therefore making godly decisions.
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he Lord is interested in doing a reconstruction job on our lives, if we would but give Him per-

mission. The problem with reconstruction is that for a season it may look more like demolition.

We read about malicious contractors who demolish a room and then never come back to do
the reconstruction. In relationships there can be a demolition event and the pain of that demolition
can hinder one from entering into the reconstruction phase.

The key for making it through the demolition time is
to remember that it is only for a season. The Bible
tells me that the Lord will not allow us to be
tempted beyond what we are able to bear. There-
fore God will not allow us to break under the load
because He alone knows what we can bear. It
hurts, yes, but God will build us back up. This is our
hope.

What one must first do is survey the damage. A

academically understand that God is our Father
with all that entails, but it is another thing to daily
walk out in the practical world the reality of His Fa-
therhood. It begins with trust.

From trusting we move to releasing. To release is
to let go of the control we so desperately cling to. It
is to let God make a way rather than us making our
own way. It is placing our spouse in the hands of
God and walking away, leaving Him to do His work

brutally honest assessment of the
pain, where the pain is both identified
and named, must take place. A great
philosopher once said, “He who for-
gives everything, forgives nothing” He
is correct. A broad spectrum, forgive-
ness is ineffectual when dealing with
relational demise. We must be honest
and specific in our forgiveness. The

in their lives. | receive calls all the time
with people wanting me to agree with
them that God would do certain things
in the lives of their spouses. It is as if
they, in their wisdom and all-knowing
reasoning, have mapped out the plan
and if God would only do what they
say, their marriages would be healed.
They do not need God as an architect;

damage has been done, so forgive.

Starting the cleanup operation can now begin. Take
the broken pieces of your heart, emotions and es-
teem and allow the experts from “Thy Kingdom
Come Restoration Company” do their jobs. The Fa-
ther will tell you who you are and mend your heatrt.
The Son will wash your emotions and mind with the
water of the Word. Only that which is of the Father
will stick to your mind if you allow the Son to totally
clean your mind. Finally, the Spirit will remold your
esteem so that it reflects the Father’s unabated
love for you. This cleaning up operation will take as
long as you want it to take. You are the determining
factor in this stage. The more you yield yourself to
the Father, the faster the process.

Submitting to the architect and to His plans is the
next step in the reconstruction plan. This part is ac-
tually the most difficult step. It involves trusting, re-
leasing, and free-falling in faith. It is trusting that
God wills to take care of you. We all know He CAN
take care of every detail of our lives but we must
trust that He WILL care for us. It is one thing to

they require His services as a laborer
to do their bidding. It is a good thing God does not
work as a “hired gun for sale” to the highest bidder.
Releasing is letting go of the rope with which we
foolishly try to hold our world together. It is letting
go and letting God. It is an encounter with God in
the garden where you reach the point in agony
where you cry out, “Not my will but Thine be done.”
It is embracing the cup of surrender and drinking
deeply.

The final aspect of submitting to the architect and to
His plans consists of the free-fall of faith. Faith has
substance and is tangible, yet at the same time
faith is a free-fall. The most helpless time | can re-
member as a boy of 11 was when | fell off the
bridge crossing the American River in Northern
California. As much as | wanted to grasp hold of
something to stop my decent, gravity would not al-
low it. As much as | struggled and waved my arms,
I was still descending. There was nothing | could do
to remove any logs or rocks in the water. | could not
even make the water deeper at my point of impact.
All I could do was fall and let God take control of
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the consequences of my life. Faith is trusting in the
God who has everything under control even when
we see chaos. Faith is falling into the river of life
knowing that the waters will heal you, though the
process tends to scare you. It is losing your control
and feeling helpless, yet it is also a warm sense of
well being, trusting in the one who loves you un-
conditionally and eternally.

Finally it is time to build afresh. For some people
standing for the healing of their marriages, the idea
of starting over or moving on with their lives tastes
like unfaithfulness. They are misguided in their
thinking in that they equate faithfulness to stagna-
tion. Moving on with your life does not mean
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you are not standing for the healing of your
marriage, it simply means you are going to be
about the Father’s business until your spouse
returns. The gifts and callings the Lord gave you
are still in operation. The Lord does not expect you
to put your life on hold while you stand for the res-
toration of your marriage. On the contrary, He ex-
pects you to get on with what He has in mind for
you. Seek Him and become the person He has
called you to be. | am not advocating casting all
your spouse’s belongings onto the front yard and
roasting marshmallows, but | am equally against
keeping their items and making an altar out of
them. Do not be stagnate but be about your Fa-
ther’s business.

his spring | traveled across the province of Ontario and briefly into Quebec. The trip began
with my presentation of the “Proof of Love; Enduring Relationships” seminar in Thunder
Bay. The local Covenant Group did an amazing job of hosting the seminar and people from
the community were made very welcome. The teaching gave the attendees a better under-
standing of God’s covenant and relationship principles vital to restoring and maintaining relationships.

Next stop was the National House of Prayer in our
nation’s capital, Ottawa. | was pleasantly surprised
to discover that the founders of the NHoP, Rob &
Fran Parker, were already familiar with Covenant
Keepers and what we stand for. During our prayer
time they prayed for the marriages of our nation. |
hope to coordinate a week of prayer for marriages
at the NHoP next spring. | envision Covenant
Keepers from all across Canada gathering for a
week of targeted prayer; praying in and around the
Parliament Buildings, and meeting with our Mem-
bers of Parliament.

| joined dear friends of our ministry, Bob & Audrey
Meisner and Leo Godzich, for the Canadian Mar-
riage Conference in Waterloo sponsored by NAME
Canada. What an amazing release of anointed
teaching and ministry to those who attended.

NAME Canada directors, Jack & Simone Winnicky
called all the Covenant Keepers present to the front
for prayer. On a personal note, it was Jack &
Simone who gave me Covenant Keepers Inc.’s
phone number 14 years ago after my wife left. Their
friendship and support have been a blessing to me

and Covenant Keepers Canada over the years and
it's great to be a part of their marriage conferences.

Prior to the conference | was interviewed on the
Christian TV program 100 Huntley St. The mes-
sage of covenant faithfulness was well received by
the hosts and I’'m thankful for the opportunity to get
the word out across the airwaves of North America.
(The May 2 2007 pro-gram can be seen online at:

http://www.crossroads.ca/broadcas/program.htm#archives)

Throughout the trip I met with Covenant Keepers in
a number of cities. What a special group of people
and what a privilege | have to represent them all!

God again showed me the importance of uniting
with and supporting others who uphold the sanctity
of marriage covenant. Our God is a God of rela-
tionships, and relationships with ministries and indi-
viduals of like heart will enable us to counter the
culture of divorce in Canada and around the world.

o+
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TOGETHER AGAIN!

CANADA
BC: CK and husband are back
together.  They're  cherishing

every moment after being apart
for many years. They weren't this
much in love and happy even
when they were first married!

BC: CK and her husband are
back together. He's told many
people that he’'s back with his
wife and they plan to renew their
vows soon! The children are do-
ing much better.

UNITED STATES

Georgia: “My husband left for the
first time in the summer of 2004.
He came back two times, leaving
the last time in February of 2006.
He was back with the other
woman, basically telling our chil-
dren that his life had changed
and they needed to get used to it.
Our son was graduating from col-
lege and our children had a very
heated, loud, angry discussion
with him because he wanted to
bring her to the graduation. | was
not sure what to do so | just con-
tinued to pray and try to stay out
of the Lord’s way. When the time
came my husband asked me if |
would like him to take me to the
graduation (it was out of town). |
accepted and he spent the whole
weekend with me, even staying at
our home when we came back
from the graduation. That was the
beginning of May and after that |
believe he began to realize that
he just didn't want to be without

his family. He has always told me
that he loved me, he just said he
wasn't in love with me any more.
By the time the Fourth of July
rolled around last year, he spent
that holiday weekend and into the
next week with the other woman.
I was house-sitting at a friend’'s
house at that time so | was alone
with the Lord and on my face in
prayer. | prayed so much that
weekend, listened to prayer mu-
sic, watched Christian tele-vision,
and just kept trying to hear what
God would have me do. My hus-
band told me on July 10" that
there would be no more contact
with the other woman after July
11 and he began staying at our
home. Due to contractual obliga-
tions with his apartment complex
he was not able to give up his
apartment until October, but he
has been home since last July. |
have to say that | am so grateful
to God that He led me to Cove-
nant Keepers along with several
other Christian marriage minis-
tries, who helped me tremen-
dously. There were many times
when | wanted to give up, but
God wouldn’'t let me and neither
would the many Christian stan-
ders that | had met along the
way. | stood on many scriptures,
some of which included Eph 6:10-
18, Isaiah 40:31, Phil 4:6-7 and
many more. One thing that the
Lord kept telling me was that |
had to be patient. That was hard
for me because | always want
things fixed right away. | had to
also learn to hold my tongue or
“zip my lips” and | will need to do
these things for the rest of my life.
| can tell you that | am very grate-
ful the Lord restored my

marriage. | like to remember
something that Stormie O’Martian
said in her book The Power of a
Praying Wife She asked the Lord
to give her husband a new wife
and to let that new wife be her. |
pray too that the Lord will give my
husband a new wife and that He
let it be ME!”

Tennessee: My wife and | have
been back together for a few
months now. It is amazing how
the devil used lies and misper-
ception to try and destroy our
marriage. We look forward to
sharing our happy reconciliation
with others. God really can do
anything!

Wisconsin: After 5 years CK and
husband are back together again.
The leader said it has been a joy
to see how God has moved in
their hearts and changed them
into better people, and she is en-
couraged in her stand through
their miracle.

CANADA

BC: CK is discovering uncondi-
tional love for her husband. They
traveled together to their son’s
concert, spending a lot of time
talking and getting to know each
other. He wanted her beside him
when photos were taken.

“‘Due to some family difficulties
my husband and | have been
emailing quite regularly and it is
so wonderful to have some con-
tact with him.”

Saskatchewan : CK’s mother and
family embraced her husband
when they met at a hockey game.
This was after several years
without seeing each other.

CK’s husband called and took her
out for supper.
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NEW ZEALAND

Christchurch: CK's husband has
been in touch and has talked to
all his children.

CK had a special, affectionate
time with his small daughter.

CK had good communication with
her husband. A great improve-
ment on how they communicated
when they lived together 13 years
earlier.

CK had good talk with his son
and daughter.

CK's son had the courage to
phone his father's non-covenant
partner to apologize for his angry
outburst.

CK's husband rang to say hello.
Normally he only talks to their
daughter.

CK's husband came from Austra-
lia to their daughter's 21% party
and a great time was had by all.
CK had not seen her husband for
10 years.

Nelson: CK's daughter is very
supportive and encouraging and
helps him to keep focused on the
positive.

CK's wife asked him to help
choose a trellis for her house. As
a result it turned into a family
time. CK not only had lunch with
his family, but dinner as well.

New Plymouth: CK's husband
has shown a huge change in atti-
tude towards family. His heart is
softening. He stayed over for din-
ner for the first time in two years.

-
ZIMBABWE

CK had a wedding presided by a
court magistrate which her hus-
band initially suggested. She is

believing God for a church wed-
ding and we pray God will grant
her heart’s desire.

UNITED STATES

Californiaz CK and mate have
set wedding date. Lord miracu-
lously provided the chapel that
was previously unavailable.

Florida: Both CK and her hus-
band were able to help their
daughters move into their own
home.

I"HSY08&H '
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Georgia: CK had second sched-
uled court mediation with his wife
and both attorneys. CK had great
expectation that God would do
something miraculous. During a
break, his wife’s attorney was
hurt because she was standing in
front of a 300 pound wooden door
when a marshal came out sud-
denly. Because the attorney had
to go to the hospital, the meeting
didn’t continue. During this meet-
ing CK also got some private time
to repent and express his love to
his spouse, which was received.
God used for good what the en-
emy intended for evil.

Spouse came without the “wrong
woman” to a family breakfast at a
restaurant. CK’s brother-in-law
purposefully got up and welcome-
ed her husband, offering coffee.

CK got to sit next to her husband
and had some precious moments
to chit-chat with him, whom she
has rarely seen.

CK’s wife called him very late at
night asking to meet for coffee.
CK drove across the city to meet
his wife and they talked for an
hour in the coffee shop. Then
they went for a drive in CK’s new
car. They held hands briefly, and
wife hugged CK twice and kissed
him.

CK’s husband is paying for her
and their son to go home to
Paraguay for a vacation and he
bought her a digital camera for
her birthday.

CK'’s wife is talking much with him
and they went for a walk by the
river.

lowa: CK and wife have been
sharing meals three times per
week.

CK is talking to her husband
regularly and they made plans to
get together Memorial Day week-
end. They also plan to visit rela-
tives and go to church together.

CK just returned from Holland for
son's wedding, which was a de-
lightful event with much family
healing. Husband attended also.

Oklahoma: CK located her son
and he took her to dinner for her
birthday.

CK reported that at a wedding
recently she was honored by her
spouse’s family, whom she hadn’t
seen in years.

CK prayed for a door to open for
communication with his wife and
it happened. He is required to
meet 12 times with a counselor.
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Malaysia

Recently CK had some text message exchanges with her
husband. She is grateful to the Lord as the exchanges
helped reveal matters in the past that she had forgotten.
CK thought about them and repented in areas where she
needed to repent.

CK is happy that her daughter is seeing more of her fa-
ther and they appear to enjoy each other’'s company.

CK’s daughter sent money to CK before she left for a
holiday overseas.

In the fight to save her marriage, CK felt that the Lord had
shown her that the greatest weapon is love. CK’s 11 year
old daughter learned to praise God and pray on her own
when CK was away traveling. The child is also beginning
to understand that her father’'s actions are not a rejection
of her as a person, but because of his own weaknesses.

In spite of the unsettling circumstances of the marriage,
CK'’s daughter is doing well in school and CK gives God
all the credit.

New Zealand

Hamilton: The offer CK put on a house was lower than
another offer but CK’s offer was accepted.

During the Easter break when CK'’s daughter was check-
ing her e-mail, her father e-mailed to ask what they

+

Canada

BC: A friend shared a vision with CK that God is working
deeply in her husband and not to worry about the
timing.

Husband gave CK air miles to fly to CKI conference
in Tulsa.

United States
Arizona: CK received a pay raise after
only three weeks in her new job.

CK was blessed with a check for $100
in the mail

CK won court case after former employer

idolatry hit me square on the head. My friend is
on the extreme side, being apathetic. God put us
together for us to be more balanced.”

a

tried to say that she quit and was not fired.
Judge ruled in her favor.
New York: “The article Marilyn wrote about

were doing over the Easter weekend. He remarked “You
must all be busy with church since it is Easter weekend.”
CK thanks God that at least he remembers, as she is
aware that since he left home he does not attend church
at all anymore.

Nelson: CK praises God that she met CK group leader
through a mutual friend and was able to attend CK meet-

ing.
Wellington: CK led a man to the Lord in a rest home,
just before he passed away.

United States

lowa: CK praises God that not only her husband paid for
the re-spraying of the paint on her car but he gave her
additional money.

“l am a well seasoned stander. For years | have seen
very little in the physical realm to encourage me. How-
ever, | know beyond a shadow of a doubt | am to stand
for the healing of my marriage. | also know that God is
always working behind the scenes”

Oregon: CK has been welcomed and encouraged by two
of his estranged wife’s aunts. No longer is he feeling iso-
lated and estranged from everyone in the family.

Pennsylvania: CK'’s pastor now openly prays for CK's
marriage to be healed.

Oklahoma: “Thank you for your ministry. | truly appreci-
ate your Christian literature and newsletters. The stand
you have taken is admirable. | totally respect your stand.
Taklng captive the tactics and wiles of the devil, we
wrestle not against flesh and blood but against
principalities and rulers of the darkness of this age.
(Eph 6:12) You have blessed and saved so many lives. |
pray for many families to be restored and for purity and
holiness throughout this nation’s people.”

Wisconsin:  CK has never seen a
Covenant Transport truck in the area
where she lives or anyplace else. This
past week she was praying the car as
she traveled to work. No, a Covenant
Transport truck did not appear but a
truck did appear that said, “New Life
Transport”. She received that message
as encouragement from the Lord.
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Our "Forever Family" is coming together to celebrat e Christmas in July.
July 13 — 15 2007 at the Radisson Hotel

“Now thanks be to God for His Gift, [precious] beyond telling [His indescribable, inexpressible, free Gift]!”
2 Corinthians 9:15 Amplified

We will hear messages about: God's Unspeakable Gift; The Gift of Covenant; The Gift of Marriage; The Gift of
Healing and God's Ministry Gifts.

Our special guest speakers this year are David and Lisa Mitts of One New Man
Ministries in Renton, Washington. David, the grandson of a rabbi and Lisa, the daughter
of a rabbi gave their hearts to Yeshua and were baptized in the Holy Spirit in 1988. A
gifted speaker, David flows in the prophetic.

As usual, Craig Hill, Family Foundations International, will be with us and
he and David will team teach on The Gift of Covenant. Marilyn says, “What
an exciting duo — | can hardly wait to hear what new insights God reveals through
them about covenant. God spoke to me that because of David's Jewish back-
ground he would take us deeper in our understanding of covenant.”

Pastor Ken Savage's message on Motivational Gifts will give you insight and un-
derstanding about the ministry gifts God places in each of us. You will want to buy
the CD and listen to it many times.

Another first-time speaker is Tim Coody. A Licensed Professional Counselor, Tim
and his wife, Laura, will share on the Gift of Marriage.

While there are areas we may disagree upon regarding Christmas, our theme points us to the best gift ever
given, God’s unspeakable gift of His Son!

2007 COVENANT KEEPERS CONFERENCE REGISTRATION INFORMATION

HOTEL: Conference rate is $75/night (1-4 per room). Call 918-627-5000 & tell them you are with Covenant Keepers. One night's de-
posit or a credit card is necessary to hold reservation (refundable per hotel guidelines). Conference rate may not be available after
July 1. Shuttle service from the airport is available.

DEADLINES: Registration by Friday, July 1 includes two meals. After July 1, meals not__ included.
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION:  ADULTS/TEENS (13+): $110.00 PRE-TEENS (10-12): $45.00.

IMPORTANT: Conference registrations are not refundable. If you register and cannot attend the conference you may transfer your reg-
istration or make your registration available to someone with special financial needs.

REGISTER ON-LINE AT covenantkeepersinc.org

21°" ANNUAL “FAMILIES ARE FOREVER” CONFERENCE REGISTRAT |ION FORM Make checks payable to Covenant Keepers

NAME VISA/MCH#

ADDRESS EXPIRATION

CITY/STATE/ZIP COUNTRY

ADULTS @ $110 TEENS (13-19) @ $75 PRE-TEENS (10-12) @ $45 TOTAL

List Teens and Pre-Teens below:

NAME AGE NAME AGE
NAME AGE NAME AGE

NO CHILDCARE IS AVAILABLE (Please do not bring children under age 10 unless you provide your own childcare)
MAIL TO: Covenant Keepers 3434 S Garnett Rd Ste One Tulsa OK 74146 USA FAX TO: 918.743.0484 CALL: 918.743.0365
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hortly after | was separated from

my wife | came to an intimate rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ and ac-

cepted Him as my personal Sav-

iour. | needed to be shaken up, to
lose my self-built worldly foundation and to
learn that | was nothing without Him. During
those first months on my own | spent numer-
ous hours in God’s Word searching for revela-
tion and insight of my King and Who He was,
and seeking scripture to pray over my wife,
kids and situation. One of the scriptures that
came alive was Ecclesiastes 4:12, “...a three
strand cord is not quickly broken "

| declared this scripture nightly over my marriage
and | envisioned my wife and | braided around Je-
sus as the central core. This was easy for me to
imagine as | had worked with overhead phone lines
which use a strong steel line to support the weaker
phone line. Even though | no longer proclaim this
scripture on a regular basis, it is still a cherished
part of my decree on how my marriage is going to
be modeled when restoration is manifested and the
victory proclaimed over the enemy.

Recently, | revisited Ecclesiastes 4:12 and this time
as God would have it, a rope lay close by. As |
studied the braided piece in front of me, | noticed
one thing. There was no central core but each
strand was interwoven. Experience had shown the
manufacturers that a rope made of a single or dou-
ble strand of thread could be easily broken. How-
ever, a rope made of three strands was not broken
so easily. Mathematical calculation demonstrates
that adding a second strand does not increase the
strength by two nor does adding a third strand in-
crease the strength by three. Instead, in the formula
to determine its strength, the diameter is cubed
(multiplied by itself three times) ; its strength in-
creases exponentially (multiplied) and not linearly
(added).

That is not the only thing that adds to its strength.
Just as God allows situations (friction) to strengthen
us, so it is when the strands are wrapped, or united,
with each other. The binding together process
makes the individual strands stronger. Weaving the

strands creates internal friction (the good kind) re-
sulting in one strand being unable to move without
those beside also moving. In order for a rope to
break, the internal friction (created by unity)
must be overcome even before the strength of
the individual strand comes into play. When we
are again united with our spouses, not only will the
enemy have to overcome the combined forces of
the human marriage partners but also the Lord who
is our strength. Likewise it is important during this
time to have a strong prayer partner and the
strength of like-minded believers. As Ecclesiastes
4:9&10 says, “Two are better than one, because
they have a good reward for their labour. For if they
fall, one will lift up his companion.” It is important to
realize that as Habakkuk 3:19 proclaims, “the Lord
God is my strength.” Indeed, God is the principle
component that gives us strength. Yet we have a
responsibility to strengthen ourselves through
praise, worship, prayer and study of His Word.

When | was a lad growing up on a farm in Sas-
katchewan | remember my dad taking discarded
twine that normally would be thrown away or burnt
and braiding it together to make a rope. Something
that was of no use and weak on its own was made
into something that could support great weight. So
our Father takes things that others have thrown
away or discarded and moulds them into something
useful for His Glory and His purposes. As | sit in my
circumstances, | must not stew nor lament because
God is building me into something better, some-
thing that will bring defeat to the “principalities,
powers, rulers of the darkness of this age, and
spiritual hosts of wickedness.” Ephesians 6:12

One more revelation came as | looked at the rope
in front of me; when separate, the strands had an
individual identity but once they were wound to-
gether they lost their individuality and became
something totally new. As we are bound with Christ
we lose our independence and take on the appear-
ance that God envisioned since the beginning of
time; we and our spouses strongly wound together
with His Son, Jesus — our true Bridegroom.



